
USDA Small Business Eligibility Steps 

Visit the USDA eligibility site 

 

 

Click on Rural Business: 

 

https://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do


Click on the top set of programs: 

 

 

Accept the property eligibility disclaimer: 

 

  



Enter business’ physical location in “Find 
Your Address”: 

 

 

A popup screen appears confirming the 
business is located in an eligible area: 

 



Business size qualifications 
North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 
identifies small businesses by either 

• Millions of dollars in total income (annual receipts) 
• Number of employees 

SBA details on the size standards 

This 49 page listing breaks businesses down by sectors 

 

 

https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/Table%20of%20Size%20Standards_Effective%20May%202%202022_Final.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-guide/size-standards
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/Table%20of%20Size%20Standards_Effective%20May%202%202022_Final.pdf


• Annual receipts:   
This is the “total income” (or “gross income”) plus the “cost of goods sold.” These 
numbers can normally be found on the business’s IRS tax return forms. Receipts are 
averaged over a business’s latest three complete fiscal years or five complete fiscal 
years to determine the average annual receipts. If a business hasn’t been in business for 
five years, multiply its average weekly revenue by 52 to determine its average annual 
receipts. 
 
The SBA calculates annual receipts in accordance with 13 CFR 121.104. 
  

• Employee calculation:  
This is the average number of people employed for each pay period over the business’s 
latest 12 calendar months. Any person on the payroll must be included as one 
employee, regardless of hours worked or temporary status. The number of employees 
of a concern in business less than 12 months is the average for each pay period that it 
has been in business. 
 
The SBA calculates number of employees in accordance with 13 CFR 121.106. 

 

Example Sector: 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-13/part-121
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-13/part-121
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-13/part-121

